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REPAYMENT
journey for  

full-time students
keep this for reference

You

Student Finance England
• Processes student 

finance applications

• Pays loans and grants 
to students

• Pays Tuition Fee loans 
direct to university and 
colleges on behalf of 
students

Student Loans Company
• Maintains and updates 

loan accounts

• Issues statements

• Handles all repayment 
queries

HMRC
• Collects student loan 

repayments from 
employers through the 
UK tax system

Employer
• Collects student loan 

repayments on behalf  
of HMRC

• Takes repayments 
direct from salaries in a 
similar way to tax (PAYE) 
and national insurance 
Contributions (NICs)

WHO YOU DEAL WITH

You graduate or leave your course

You start work 

(you must tell your employer you have a student loan)

You earn less than 
 £21,000 per year

You do not have to make 
repayments

Top tips

the student finance experts

You earn more than £21,000 per 
year. Repayments are 9% of 

everything you earn above £21,000 
per year.

You begin to make repayments

If you are self-employed, please see 
the website  

www.studentloanrepayment.co.uk 
for more information on how you 

repay your student loan

Your employer automatically takes repayments  
from your salary

Note: If at any point you stop work or your salary is reduced your 
payments will stop, or fall, in line with your new salary. If your salary 

increases, your payments will increase also. 

Your employer tells HMRC, after the end of each tax year, 
 how much student loan you have repaid

HMRC tells Student Loans Company how much you have repaid  
in the previous tax year

Student Loans Company sends you a statement after the end of each 
tax year, when it receives your repayment information from HMRC

HMRC lets your employer know when to stop taking repayments

After 30 years any remaining debt is wiped out.  
The 30 years start from the April after you graduate or leave your course.

You should be monitoring your 
repayments carefully throughout  

and can do so at any time by  
logging on to your account at  

www.studentloanrepayment.co.uk
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