
Birth Certificate Help Sheet (Births registered before 1/4/1969) 

 

Where born:  
The description in early 
registrations is likely to be 
just the village/town they 
were born, not a full 
address. 

Heading:  
This refers to the 
district, sub-
district and 
county in which 
the birth was 
registered 

Date of Birth 

Sex: Boy/Girl,  

Name if any:  
This is the name given to the 
child at birth. Please note that 
this may not be the name by 
which they were known 
throughout their life. 

Mother’s name, 
surname and maiden 
surname (were child 
is born inside of 
marriage) 

Father’s name Signature and Description of 
Informant:  
There are a number of eligible 
informants; for a birth: 
 
1. Mother, in all cases 
2. Father, as long as he is married to 

the mother or attends with the 
mother at the time of registration. 

3. A person present at the birth 
4. The owner/occupier of the 

house/institution 
 5. The person responsible for the   
    child. 

When Registered: 
The date of 
registration may be 
different from the 
date of birth. 

Names entered after 
registration:  
Any names given up to 12 
months after the initial 
registration, eg, at baptism, 
are entered in this column. 
 
If no additional names are 
added, a line is marked 
through the box by this office 
to prevent any unauthorised 
changes. 

Entry number 
in the birth 
register. 

Year of 
registration Signature of Registrar 

Occupation: 
Occupation of the 
child’s father at the 
time of birth. 

These are the initials of the person who has 
produced the certificate. 



On 1st April 1969 the law relating to birth registrations was amended resulting 
in a change to the format of a birth certificate. The information below relates to 
births registered before 1st April 1969. 

Column 1: When and where born  

• the time of the birth is entered for multiple births  
• in early registrations, this is likely to be just the town and village, not a 

full address  

Column 2: Name, if any

• the name given to the child at birth, which may not be the name by 
which they were known  
throughout their life  

• a line should be drawn through this column if no name was given at 
registration. The name may be recorded in column 10 if given after 
registration, either in baptism or not in baptism  

Column 3: Sex

• boy or girl  

Column 4: Name and surname of father

• name and surname of father if recorded  

Column 5: Name, surname and maiden name of mother

• if married once only, her maiden name is preceded by the word 
‘formerly’  

• if married more than once, the surname the mother had immediately 
before her last marriage is preceded by the word ‘late’ and then 
followed by ‘formerly’ and her maiden name  

• if the mother was using and known by 2 different names at the time of 
the birth these names would be recorded with the word ‘otherwise’  

Column 6: Occupation of father if recorded

• the current or last known occupation of the father  

Column 7: Signature, description and residence of informant 
The following informants may register a birth: 

• mother  
• father of a child of a marriage. The father of a child whose parents 

were not married can register the birth, if he attends the registration at 
the same time as the mother and they both sign the register as joint 
informants  

• the occupier of the house in which the birth occurred  



• if the birth occurred in an institution, the governor, keeper, master, 
matron, or superintendent may register the birth  

• a person present at the birth  
• a person in charge of the child  

Column 8: When registered

• the date of registration may be different from the date of birth and 
determines in which quarter the entry appears in the GRO Indexes  

• the registration of a birth should be within 42 days of the birth and will 
be recorded by a registrar  

• if a registration occurs after 3 months of the birth but within 12 months, 
the birth will be registered by a registrar in the presence of the 
superintendent registrar  

• if the registration is being made after 12 months, the authority of the 
Registrar General must be obtained  

Column 9: Signature of Registrar

Column 10: Names entered after registration

• any names given up to 12 months after the date of the initial 
registration, by baptism or on a certificate of naming, are entered in this 
column  

• if no additional names are added, a line is marked through this box by 
this office to prevent any unauthorised changes  

 

http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/research/groindexes/index.asp

